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Introduction

You can certainly add a command in Crystal Reports by typing in SQL. You cannot, however, simply copy
SQL created in Microsoft Access into a command because Access’ SQL is of the Jet SQL variety and
Crystal will not recognizes it.

Here’s a very useful trick if you like to visualize the tables involving MS Excel using Database Query
functionality.
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Select the product line on which you wish to report.

L&swfSON_01_TEST®
LawdSON DEY 01¢

Databages | Dueriesl OLAP Cubes
<Mew D ata Sources EJ Cancel |
Broadwany®

dBASE Filez® E‘

DL NYY™ Browsze. . |
Excel Files®

Heat_Prod* Options... |

Delete

<]

E'l [ Usze the Queny Wizard to createfedit queries

You will then be prompted for your user name and password:

Data Source: LAWSON_PROD
[T Use Trusted Connection Cancel |
Login (D IIahn'ead Help

Passward: I"“““'| Options == |

Select the table(s) that you wish to use in your Crystal Report.
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Example: Only Pulling Status Values from the HRHISTORY Table

In this example, we would like to write a report pulling hourly associates’ previous status values from

HRHISTORY (a very large table).

The aforementioned Database Query functionality, you can join the appropriate tables and add a filter for

FLD_NBR = 20 (status) as follows:
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@ Microsofiirany, Lj d ﬂl
File Edit View Format Table Criteria Records Window Help
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or:
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(o2 100100025 02 1
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@, Thursday

Clicking on the SQL button gives you the following code:

SELECT EMPLOYEE.EMP_STATUS, EMPLOYEE.EMPLOYEE, HRHISTORY.A_VALUE,

EMPLOYEE.FIRST_NAME, EMPLOYEE.LAST_NAME

FROM DB30_LAW_PROD.lawuser.EMPLOYEE EMPLOYEE, DB30_LAW_PROD.lawuser.HRHISTORY

HRHISTORY

WHERE HRHISTORY.COMPANY = EMPLOYEE.COMPANY AND HRHISTORY.EMPLOYEE =
EMPLOYEE.EMPLOYEE AND ((HRHISTORY.FLD_NBR=20) AND (EMPLOYEE.SALARY_CLASS='H"))

We are now going to paste this code into a Command in a new Crystal Report.

In the Database Expert in Crystal, see below:
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Browse the data source for the tables you want to add.

(Mote: to edit the alias for a table, select the table in the "Selected Tables'tree and click on it or
push the F2 key)

Available Data Sources: Selected Tables:

L_.| Favorites @

. =[] DB30_LAW_PRCD
@ 3 TEST_TEST

= & TRAIND1

i -#4 Add Command
[E0B32_LAwW_TRN

- [B5] ACADDASSGN

= oam A e

(<]

[ ok ][ cancel J[ Heb |

Clicking Add Command gives us this:
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Bl Add Gommand o Report

Enter SGL query in the box below. Parameter List

= Create

Modfy...

Bemove

ok | Cancel |

Paste the previously-created code into the command:
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(T )

Enter SQL query in the box below. Parameter List
SELECT EMPLOYEE.EMP_STATUS, EMPLOYEE.EMPLOYEE, Create..
HRHISTORY A _VALUE, EMPLOYEE.FIRST_NAME, =
EMPLOYEE.LAST_NAME Mot

Modify...

FROM DB30_LAW_PROD Jawuser EMPLOYEE EMPLOYEE,
DB30_LAW_PROD Jawuser HRHISTORY HRHISTORY
WHERE HRHISTORY COMPANY = EMPLOYEE. COMPANY Remove
AND HRHISTORY EMPLOYEE = EMPLOYEE EMPLOYEE =

AND ((HRHISTORY.FLD_NBER=20) AND

(EMPLOYEE. SALARY_CLASS=HJ)

Click OK and you will be prompted for authentication:
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O1E DBY(ADG

Connection Information
Provide necessany information to log on to the chosen data source.

Server: T
User ID: lanread |
Password: |-...... |
Database: |DE.’1-I]_LAW_F'F{OD
Integrated Security: O

| <Back | Ned> | | Fnsh | [ Cancel | [ Hep |

Your command now appears in Crystal:
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Browse the data source for the tables you want to add.

push the F2 key)
Available Data Sources:

ElD Favorites

- 6 Oltest

- & D3orod

S —

W= 0620 Lav_eron |

& i TEST_TEST

= 8 TRAIND1

i #4 Add Command

[ DB32_LAW_TRN
# {E dbo

= = lawuser

- [B5] ACADDASSGN

B oam A e

[~
—

(<]

(Mote: to edit the alias for a table, select the table in the "Selected Tables' tree and click on it or

Selected Tables:

OK

i[ Cancel ][

Help

N

Going to the report design view, you can see the fields selected in the Excel Database Query:
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PR Grystal Repontsi- [RepontZ]
= (= 2]

[ File Edit View Insert Format Database Report Window Help
D@ -HEE& 7 4RSS 2 o5
Il M IEREEI -
BT ESY- TN

|8 reFAMTE D0 H |

of #h0n [©5w

|a-B-—o2@| 5 5 % FY

=

Design |
Report Header
Q Command
o e m= A _VALUE
--m= EMP_STATUS
-.@= EMPLOYEE
| Details @3 FIRST_NAME
Report Footer B LAST_NAME
%1 Formula Fields
-~ [?] Parameter Fields
R R F Running Total Fields
&, Group Name Fields
t-# Special Fields

For Help, press F1

Now, we select the fields, as follows:
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PR Grystal Repontsi- [RepontZ]

[ File Edit View Insert Format Datshase Report Window Help

-8
D@ -HBR&7 \oBs 0o =@ o Mo g
I [ vjssmruis Ela-B-T2a|s , %YL
JahEEﬂ.Ea&IIﬂQ|
|2 ragfavem 2as
Design| ore o x
Fields | Report
= >
Report Header E SHRE = S
B 1.0 0| 2+ Database Fields
i =-[E Command
Page Header =S VALUE
= 5 - JEMP_STATUS
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| Details WP STATLS, (EMPLOYEE TIRST.MAME .. .. .. .y SR -
[ nE S REfebatetinnti ot Blnand Bl o e Rl et et Rtat R h et Rntttanii Rt el atan iy ST _NAME
e R
-~ [?] Parameter Fields
Page Footer T T T AR z Runnmg Total Fields

E Group Mame Fields
H-F Special Fields

R 0w ]

5]

0.8,0.9:1.4x0.1 | |

For Help, press F1

Running the report now gives us the data with superior performance (ignoring the “non-status” values ).

Conclusion

Use this trick if you would like to significantly decrease the amount of time required to run reports from
very large tables and you don’t know how to code in proper SQL.
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